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DUOMENYS APIE [VERTINTA PROGRAMA

Studijy programos pavadinimas

Nuotolinio mokymosi informacinés
technologijos

Valstybinis kodas

621E14002; 6211BX010

Studijy sritis Technologijos mokslai
Studijy kryptis Informatikos inZinerija
Studijy programos risis Universitetinés studijos
Studijy pakopa Antroji

Studijy forma (trukmé metais) Nuolatinés (2)

Studijy programos apimtis kreditais 120 ECTS

Suteikiamas laipsnis ir (ar) profesiné
kvalifikacija
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2007-02-19

INFORMATION ON EVALUATED STUDY PROGRAMME
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Type of the study programme University studies
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Study mode (length in years) Full-time (2)
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Degree and (or) professional qualifications
awarded

Master of Information Technologies
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February 19%, 2007
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V. GENERAL ASSESSMENT

The study programme Information Technologies of Distance Education (state code — 621E14002;
6211BX010) at Kaunas University of Technology is given a positive evaluation.

Study programme assessment in points by evaluation areas.

Evaluation of
No. Evaluation Area an area in
points*
1. | Programme aims and learning outcomes 3
2. | Curriculum design 4
3. | Teaching staff 3
4. | Facilities and learning resources 4
5 | Study process and students’ performance assessment 3
6. | Programme management 3
Total: 20

*1 (unsatisfactory) - there are essential shortcomings that must be eliminated;

2 (satisfactory) - meets the established minimum requirements, needs improvement;
3 (good) - the field develops systematically, has distinctive features;

4 (very good) - the field is exceptionally good.

Grupes vadovas: Barbara Howell
Team leader:
Grupés nasiai: . Prof. Dr. Ernst Wilhelm Mayr
Team members:
Prof. Dr. Sirje Virkus
Simonas Razminas
Rytis Koncevitius
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IV. SUMMARY

The programme was found to be very niche but relevant to the labour market and unique in
Lithuania. The programme aims and learning outcomes are consistent with the type and level of
study with the exception of the classification, whereby the Panel viewed the content to align more
closely to an Informatics programme rather than Informatics Engineering. Overall however the
name of the programme, its learning outcomes, content and the qualifications offered are
compatible with each other.



The programme meets the relevant legal acts and regulations; operates in accordance with KTU
academic regulations, has been informed by the general development plans of KTU, the
requirements of the labour market and trends within the field.

The programme is delivered using virtual learning tools to enable the students to study the material
of the modules during virtual classes or independently. Positive feedback was provided from the
students and alumni of the objectives and nature of the programme.

From a review of the teaching staff compliment the Panel were satisfied that their qualifications
were appropriate to support the learning outcomes of the programme and sufficient staff were
available to cover the number of study field subjects taught. The Panel commended the teaching for
the excellent support they provided to the both past and current students. The Panel did however
note a potential tension for the staff and their aspirations to pursue research against seeking to
achieve higher formal qualification. The Panel would emphasise the need to continue to seek to hire
new members of staff familiar with new developments in order to future proof the programme.

Overall, the buildings, classrooms, laboratories, library and teaching materials were found to be
both appropriate and accessible. Facilities appeared up-to-date and there was a diversity of
equipment, hardware and software available for the students. The Panel viewed the implmentation
of a common access principle to its administrative system, learning environment and library, etc as
a key strength of the provision. Another strength is an increase in the number of e-resources which
provide wider possibilities to find necessary learning resources on the Internet. The Panel also noted
that KTU has a Distance Learning Technologies Research Laboratory which provides resources that
enhance the teaching/learning experience of the teaching staff and of the students.

The learning methods and assessments were also found to enable appropriate achievement of the
intended programme and course learning outcomes. The assessment rules and procedures are well
defined and publically accessible and agree with the legal requirements of university access.
Althought it was claimed that students can present their research results in scientific conferences it
was not clear that this had taken place, therefore the Panel recommended that all students be
encouraged and supported to publish their findings were practicable. Students also have
opportunities to participate in ERASMUS mobility programmes and the number of participants was
found to be increasing over the past three years, althought little was mentioned of international
projects and research works. The Panel therefore recommends programme teams to promote and
engage the students such activities.

University, Faculty, Department and Field Study Programme Committee deliberative structures are
in place for decisions making and the monitoring of the implementation of the programme, and the
Panel confirmed they work as expected.

Information and data on the implementation of the programme and stakeholder feedback are
collected. The programme has also been benchmarked with similar programmes delivered by the
Open University and MIT. However the staff met were not clear about the market for the
programme, therefore the Panel recommend implementing mechanism for the regular review of the
relevance of the programme to potential students and employers.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Make clear the rational for the Informatics Engineering classification rather than Informatics or
consider restricting the admission criteria to those students who have a background in
informatics engineering or similar.



Encourage all the students and provide support for the publishing of their research results where
practicable.

Develop mechanisms that promote and engage the students in national and international projects
and research works.

Investigate the extent of or how a better match can be achieved between staff who pursue
research and those that study for higher formal qualification.

Put in place mechanisms for the regular review of the relevance of the programme to potential
students and employers.
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